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ANIMADVERSIONS, 


| Humbly, and 


In all Meekneſfs offered to the Con- 


fideration of all who truly fear the 
Lord, and enquireia his ways, in 


SCOTLAND 


UPON 
A Teſtimony and Warning, emitted by the 
| Pris of Elewbirgh, aghinRa Petition lucty 
P [ 


to the PARLIAMENT, in Defence of 
the ſaid PETITION, 


Publiſhed to Vindicate Truth, and Undeceive the Simple, | 


Gal.4.28. Wt,brethren,as Iſaac was, are the children of the pro- 
| miſe : But as be that was born after the fleſh perſecuted hin 
| that was bornafier the ſpirit, _—_ is now. | 
AQts 17.11. Theſe were more noble then theſe in T beſſalomea, | 
| that they recerved the Word with all readineſs of and | 

the Scriptures daily whether thoſe things were ſo. | 
Acts 24.14. After the way which they call Hereſie do we worſhip. 
the God of our fathers, | 

LONDON: 


Printed in the Year MDGLIX. | 
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$ZIJEK2EESE: S&CECKBS CREE 
| To all the truly Godly in $ cotland a 
= fox whole lake this is chiefly inten- 
gl ded. 
| (} Dear Brethren ? y 
Ou have here an honeſt, ſober and (riſtian 
W Petition, as it was prejented by Collonel 
| . Cobber, with ſome Gentlemen from 
| Scotland for themſelves,and "ſeveral others in that 
Nation, to. the Parliament, upon the 26. of July 
| laſt : With ſome few Animadverſions upen a teſtimo- 
©  y and warning emitted by Mr.Smith, and the reſt 
F of is Bets junane of te Proof Edi 
'burgh; which being ſeriouſly, conſidered wnll clearly 
diſcover to all wha are unbyaſed. ,, the meekneſs and 
Jebriegof the Petitiuners ad the biternse of (pi 
 . ritinthe Authors of the Teſtimony... . 


” * 


.... £ having:obtained this Grace from God, tobe 
| called into ſome Fellowſhip with (Chriſt Jeſus amang 
the reſtof his poor, Saints, ſa 45 to hear and receive 
from him ſomething of, the mind and baſome of the 
Father, have in all tenderneſs and Chriſtian reſpe# 
towards all the-Godly in that Nation , undertaken 

- this task. 


A 23 ] ac- 


Tacknwwledg that 1 come not forth in the ſpirit 
on flurrizrre of the Unuverfities and (perhaps) ſhall 
therefore be looked upon by theſe Rabbies , as one 
apd unlearned-, -but having been with Je- 


whom I ſerve in the ſpirit, is able, and will fulfil 
what ig. written ; Fear not, worm Jacob, for [ 
am with thee, 
Friends, what. ever you ſhall. find bere ſpoken a- 
gainſt the National (þurch of Scotland, or Ordi- 
nances as they are therein prafiſed, is written with 
all due tenderneſs (the plam truths of (rift, ac- 
cording to his preciousGoſpel being alwayes aſſerted) 
joirs.. rr ofa Fefes Chriſt, Miniſters 
br Profeſſors , 1under the name of | Prechyterians , 
with whom I am one in the ſpirit ; knowing that as 
the Lord bath his precious ones ſcattered up and 
down that Nation , walking under that form,” ſo 
be will in bis appointed. time them tog 
ſþ 
walk m ommunion with one another in himſelf. 
| on A. and conſider, and the Frei 
touder ftanding in theſe things. 


norant, 
| 4 his (trength I fear them not, knowing that he * 


The - 


C'r) Ne 


608666 $0246668 
"The: PETITION. 


To the. Parliament of the Commonwealth of Eng- 
land; 'The- humble Petition of ſome well- af- 
feRed Perſons 'in and about Edenburgh in 
Scotland, and fome other parts near adjacent , 
In name of themſelves,” and ſeveral others of 
that Nation. | | 


whoſe pathes are in theSea,and whoſe 

| wy arenot known,ſo wondertully in 

SI the late tranſaRions of publick Aﬀairs to 

own that reproached and almoſt forgotten Intereſt;char 

the Godly 1n theſe Nations contended for,. through a 

Seaof Blond, for many years by-paſt ; and in purſuance 
thereof, hath again ſo unexpeRedly brought together 
your Honours, who for ſome yearspaſt were as Stones 
rejeRted of the Builders, and arenow againlogkedup- 
on-as chief- Corner-ſtones, 'rs\ compleat the - Work 

which you werethe rſt Aﬀercorsof vat 

We deſire heartily to bleſs God on your.behaH, and 
to own you in the proſecution of that glonous Work 
ſo long contended fo againſt Uſurped Tyranny in the 
middeſt of us: As thoſe worthy Inſtrumentsin Gods 
right hand, called forth in-this your. day to __ 
ecure 


(2) 
ſceure, npon a ſolid foundation, the Rights and Liber- 
tiez of the truly Godlyintheſe Nations, -as men, and 
as'Chriſhans ; that our very Enemies may be torced to 
acknowledge the Work to be from the Lord, and thar 
you may be remembred with Renown amongſt the Ge- 
nerations that are to come, 

-Itis therefore our humble Defire, for our ſelves, and 
ſeveral others inthis Nation, That you will take cate 
to provide for out juſt Liberties z- that we may ſhare in 
thoſe Goſpel Priviledges that the truly Godly in Zxe- 
land, contend for, and. expect to be ſecured inby you : 
And that any Laws or Acts of Parliament of this Na- 
tion contrary hereunto may be aboliſhed; either by 
{ome Proviſo to that effe& to be inſerted inthe AR of 
Union, or by ſome other more expedient way, as you 
ſhall chink fir, In doing whereof, we ſhall look upon 
ourſelves. as engaged to bleſs the Lotd for you, and t0 
ſtand royou with our Lives and Eſtates, , , oe 


——_  —-« CE FY 
” Re _ _ 


Teſtimony, 

Tathe Title of the Teſtimony they uſe theſe words. 
Againſt 4 late-Petition, w— in the Scope and Deſign 
thereof, tothe a the Ordinances aud Truth of 
Chriſt in this Church, Inthe third page they ſay, But 
they will alſo bend their utmoſt endeavours to pull down the 
Hedge about the Lords Vinezard, and v6 overturn all (et- 
tlement of Religion amongſt w.: Andinthe fourth page 
they ſay, They joyn ima Petition for miking v0id arid abo- 
liſhing all Civil Sanitons eflabliſhinig the DoFrine; Diſ- 
cipline, and Government of this Church, 7 

; |  Animadverſion 1, + 

- Tfind inthe Defire of the Petition, onely two things 
craved: 1, Tobe ſecured in the Goſpel Liberties and Pri- 
ih __ wiledees 


(3) 
wiledges the truly Godly in England contend” for, ail 
expect to be ſecurtdin: "It ſeemsthe Authors of this 
Teftimony are fnch whoſe principles are oppofiteto che 
oreat and mighty works the Lord hath wroughit'in rlie 
midſt of us in theſe Nations, in behalf of his'own peo- 
ple: What can be more reaſonable}, rkeh' that"the 
truly Godly, in Scot ayd\hould be thirer35n ther: 6fþelz 
priviledges and liberties that the Godly” iti Z9Þltndiird 
ecured in, being all joynt Members of '6ne body}, 
whereof our Lord Jeſus is head,” and being likewiſe tel: 
bw-brethren in one Common-wealth ?' *Bat ir ſeems 
not-only is their horns in rhe "files of the Godly 'in 
Scotlgyd, who do not' ſer —_— as havinig dominion 
overihed faith, or as Lord over their conſciences ; ' Bur 
alſo'the Liberties and Priviledges of the Godly in Eng- 
tand,is fo'rauch'their eye-fore,chat*theſein Scotland be- 
ing madedadatts thereof,” they ateribtaſhamed"ropub- 
liſh, t ds to the overtntnitiz of theft Church" 
and che patlthg down ( as they ſay). of the hedg'ot the 
Lords vineyard there ; their clamour in thus is like t9. 
the uproar of the crafts-rmerl;” "4##t 19; Sits by this Eraſe 
wehavye our wealth ;” for' by theſt ment our ctafris nor 
only indangered to be fer at naught, burTikewiſethe 
Temple of the great goddeſs Diana, ſhould be difpiſed. 
"The ſecond thing cravedjn'the Petjidn,'s the thy- 
liſhing of "penal Laws,” and Atts of' Partiamntit, © contra- 
ry to that Goſpel-liberty contended for , - as bring eoercive 
in matters meerly relating to the ſervice of God: Now 
ſinceyoujudg thar*the abolifluag of fych Laws, - is to 
pult down'the lie#g"of the\ Church ani? to-6verturh 
theſerfitment of Religion there; t en -you muſt con- 
feſs thoſe Laws to be Uhehedg ya ſertlement''of che 
Religion there: ' Did ever Chriſt or his amy" 
" "ny U : 


ſuch Do&rive as dy or bo ih not the $cri es 
ecſtific againſt youin this,F0,18,36.bow can the G 

of Chriſt that is not of this, world. have for, it's bt, 
ment humane Laws of the men of this world 2 or. 
can the bolilhiog them,then tend to che overturaing ? 
of the Church*The Church being the on {god ills 
of truth, 17m 2,15,hath it.no better 
elſe for its ſertlement; then your Adts of, Fay, 
If the Church be Ts. a Rock that the Gates of 


Hell cannor prevail her, how can the aboli 

of a few A&s of Parhament tend tothe overturning of 
ir * But the Scripeures witneſs, that is is the Lord 
who eſtabliſhes Jeruſalem , his own Church ,, þeit is 
who is a wallto her, and for adefence: And no here 
in Scripture arg the Laws and Statutes. of men ſaid to 


be the hedg\or defence of a Goſpel-Church, bu inderd 

the Epilcopacy '<rE,. wy 
thekoſ 0 Eo ee. e == 4 I 
overturning the Church, Truth, and Or you 

me your National Moo Church, with i es civil San» 

Qions, which you ſay, 


rar pop gear on Tek 

c ve 

meerly from the Laws of men; fo truly (I doubt nor 
bar) the of ſuch Laws ma prove fatal tothe 

] he loves therein praRtiſec the hich I have 

only this I ie noy pla had NAP DInes 
rooted 


Neth are _ "=. A" 
In thet e Y,, but that even from ano 
rs lire | -55 waa grfen peat perwerſethings, w wy 
in their Mothers face in Hh fla rebulg.,, and. 
—_— ettion from the Doltrine of Ch reſt and bis pres 
ons Pane ſhee in mercy enj jojeth, { 


Animad- 


LIMI 


(5) | 
Animadverfion 2, = 
A high Charge indeed ; wherein'it is taken forgran- 
red, Thar your National Church, and all the Ordinan-* 
cestherein practiſed, ate according to the Doftrinevt 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt : But if it be ſo, that you arein 
the Do&trine of Chriſt, how come-you to ſpeak the 
Ezoguage” of ' Ba byloy 7? Received you ſuch words as 
[Mother Charth] 'trom Chrift or his'Apoſttes 7” or ra- 
ther froin Rome ? ' How is it that"you would haveall 
men receive your Dodrine as it were the Dorine of 
the oper when you have not the form 'of ſound 
words> | | 
Bur ler: me- examine the matter little further, -1n' 
this place, and through -all your Book, you hold forth 
the National Church of S$so#land tobe the Churchof 
Chriſt, and that you praRtiſe all the Ordinances of the 
Golpel; - and upon this account youchatgethe Prefs? 
tioners as guilry ofa defeRtion> But hereitt you are Uiſe” 
covered, and found to be miſtaken: For firſt the Apo-" 
ſtle Paul is a witneſs againſt you, Epheſ, 2,20, 21, 22. 
Now: let the National Mother Church of Seo: 12#Þbe 
compared with 'this: Goſpel Church: Are4"eompany” 
of Atheiſts, Drunkards, Whoremaſters; Tiplets; $Swes- 
rers, vain and idle Perſons, Perſecutors, Blaſphemers, 
Mockers of the Spirit of God, and power of Godline(s, 
and thar nor throughinfirmity; bur ſud whoſe tonvers 
(ations-are in thefleſh; fulfilling the luftsthereof. (of 
ſuch. this Church being for the moſt part conſtirtite,) 
are ſuch a Goſpel Church ? is this'@ bailding fitly fia-- 
med together, growing up ifito aw hoby-Templeinthe" 
Lord ? Arethey living ſtones for ſack a fpiritual'buitZ” 
ding, or an habitation far Godthtough his Spirit? The 
ApofMleſaith tothe: viſible Churchat Epheſus, -Fow are 
K | B alſe 


(6s) 
alſo builded together an kak gtion for God, &c, Or ra- 
ther, is not this Seripeure fulfilled 10 you # Bevel, 3. 9. 
They ſaythey are Fems, And arends, SC. 

2; You do here, atid in your whole Book, takeir 
for granted, That you are isthe praRtiſe of all che Or- 
dinances of the Golpel; and upon this account like- 
wiſe charging the Petitioners with a detection : The 
contrary whereunto| doth- clearly appear in ſeveral 

your practices; as particuſarly, by your moſt grofly 
mixed Conmuynions,, 1 could in ſeveral ocher particu- 
lars. (if ic were either feaſonable or faitable tomy pre- 
fent purpoſe ) manifeſt wherein you are out of the pra- 
Rice of the Oxdinances of Cliuſt;:;. How can yiom then 
charge the Petitioners, as making defection the 
true Charch of Chriſtin Gad, -ar from any Gofpet Or- 
dinances, .whileſt -you teach and wnpoſe for Dadtrine 
tha Precepss of men: Arethey-not rather obeying thar 
voice from-bleaven f React, t8; 4. Come ont of her, my 
people, Bc... Nr 


Teſtimony. 

,Fhey fay.inthe fitizpoge, We wiſh rbey bad given 
efffer proof, af tendenief and piety, then to. inſert in 
the Title anwatruth. er 

Avimadverſfrion 3. 

"They charge the Petitionershere with 2 Lie, inre- 
ſpe they: deſign themſdlves. in. and about Zdenbureb, 
mo of them dwelling many miles from that place, For 
an Ning cepen the Title of the Perition faith- 
fully as-it is, In 4wd about Edenbyrgh in Scotland,and ſome 
other parts ws Ho erm Now let the Reader judg who 
are found out of. the truth. | 


i | Te x 
Inthe fith page Fn, ma 3 with the Quakers 


KN 


(7) 
n ſigning that Petition, and that the bands of moſt of that 
Seft are gathered to it, and that the defigners of that Pe- 
tition intend ſuch a liberty, as will comprehend the 


'Duakers. 
' "Animaadverſion 4. 

No queſtion the liberty ot thoſe they call Quakers 
was intended ( as my 45 — _ m_ : As 
for the principles and practices ef -thoſe people, x 
are fo kelly bel torch by themſelves, <] throu 
great perſecution andcribulation, they have (o- openly 
avowed them, that I think ir not neceary here to dip 
in tharmatter, it — principles, but a Goſpel-li- 
berey that is peritioned for ': Neither can I fee any 
thing in their principles or praftiſes, why they ſhould 
be lefe our of the Magiſtrates protection, when the Au- 
thors of this Teſtimony pretend to .it, who . (atleaft 
agreat part of them) havener.onely all along appear- 

Enemies tothe Authoriy of this Eommon-wealth, 
bur arealſo looked upon by the moſt-{piritual and dif- 
cerning Saints, to be im many things out of the Do- 
Arine and practiſe of Chriſt and his f 
Tos 


In the fixth page they fay, The Petitioners arent 
Foxtented to = or forbearanse or protethion onely tn 
their way , but that they, though never ſoerroncoms ſhould 


ve equal encouragerneut with the ſound and Orthodox. 


Animadeerfuon 5, -  - < 
And do not youthe fame? Yea, mach more; 'you 
Not -onely plead for equal proteftion and encourage- 
ment, not .confidering, that by all who differ from 
pau, you are accounted the erronequsz- burthat:you 
1anely ſhould emjoy the Maziftrates prozeRtionanden- 
couragement, and 


that all -orhers:ſhould 'be excluded 
B 2 from 


(8) 
from both-: 15 this to follow that Golden Rule of the 
Goſpel, 0 as.you would be done by ? Neither can you 
charge any; thing here .upon the Petitioners, - not 
being ſought in the Perition, but a Chriſtian-liberty 
from the Laws of men, inthe matters of God, Indeed 
there was a-Proviſo offered humbly to che Farliament, 
wherein was equal ſecurity to all the truly Godly, al- 
thong ciering in{everal principles tromveach other : 
Atwhich Proviſo you make 4.great noiſe; and yet it.is 
copied out of the. Inſtrument of Government, cſtabliſh- 
edinthe year 1653; a5 a Law. 
Teſtimony.” | 
[i In the ſeventh page they ſay; -7t muſt be anunqueſti- 
'onable cruelty, to ſeek encouragement to-ſet up that which 
cannot but retard the progreſs of the Goſpel, and: fruſtrate 
the lakers of the Miniſtry, 
Is &N '. Animadverſion 6. 
Here'the Petitioners are unjuſtly charged : Whar ! 


did they petition'for.to be ſerup to retard the progreſs 


of. the. Goſpel 2 [The Petition is an evident. Witneſs 
againſt you. in this: For do.they-not petition for the 
aboliſhing and taking-away-that which indeed retards 
the progrels of the Goſpel © wiz,-the Acts of Parlia- 
ment the on yoo ſuch as, —_— Parlia- 
ment. or. General Aſſembly, commanding all to k 

thar Pariſh Church, .u ſer ſuch and-ſuch ties, 
yea, although the moſt ignorant. or rank granaany 
men: be-by Law there eſtabliſhed, and ſeveral other 
At ot this kind, too well known. to all, and roo too 
ſadly experienced by ſome, to be here made mention 
of :; Buc.let the-ſpiritualman judge,who are retarders of 
the Goſpels progreſaz they who limit the: holy Spint 


' of God, by which itis propagated, andcrie it down as. 


Error 


=—_— em —————__— 


(9) 

Error and Herefie to preach the Goſpel, if you be noe 
ſoand'ſo- ordained: and graduated by the inſtitutions of 
humane invention? ' or they, who wait for the* pouring 
torth'ot the ſpirit in the latter dayes upon Sons and 
Daughters, 'for the proclaiming and publiſhing the 
everlaſting Goſpel unto chem that dwell onthe earth , 
and walk jn obedience to the Apoſtles'command, r Coy, 
14. 20.” you may all propheſie one by one; it any 
thing be revealed ro him that fits by,-lt the firſt hold 
his-peace 3 Thiswas written to the Church at Corinth), 
but is Doctrine practicable by very few of your Charch-- 
members, 13 | 

Teſtimony. E213 
In the ſeventh page they ſay, This Church is ſetledin 

Dottrine, Worſhip, Diſcipline and Government to the Pre- 
ſervation whereof both Nations are ingaged by the Oath of 
God, © | 

oa Animadverſion 7, | 

You ſeem here to boaſt of your tettlement , even as 
if there were nothing: beyond it, but what muſt bear 
the brand of new is t; but being weghedinthe ba- 
lance you are found light : you ſay you are rich, in- 
creaſed with goods, and ſtands.in need of nothing, but 
know not that. you are poor, blind and naked:: You 
ſay that both Nations are ingaged by. the Oath of Gad 
to the preſervation of your (cttlement; | but. granite 
ſo.\vuphe youto urge this Oath'upon them further then 
it 25 agreeable with the: Word: of Godt .But how 
come you to mind the Nations of the Oath -of: God, ' 
which-you ſuppoſe doth lie ſo much upon. themin this 
particalar;-and torgerthe many ingagements and Oaths 
your. ſelves lie under? How ſutable was the carriage 
of *the- Commiſſion of* the Church at Sterling = 

Dunvar 


(0) 
Dwnbar figtand thereafter the procedure of the pre- 
rended Aifembly ar St. Andrews and Dundee, to your 
formerfolemn Oaths? That honeſt proteſtation of the 
Godly Miniſters and Elders amongſt you, will bear wit- 
neſs againſt you inthe great day of your accounts, that 
ar that time you turned back from the Cauſe of God 
| you were formerly by ſolemn-oaths ingeged in, and that 
then you dealt falfly with God in the matter of the 
Covenant: 'And having once turned afide, haveyou 
not continued im your backſlidings even unto this day t 
and Jet thoſe who moſt honeftly.and withChriſtian cou- 
ragedid bear their teſtimony for God againſt your. moſt 
perfidious Apoſtacies, remember with what bitterneſs 
you were ready to purſue them and: let them examine 
mthe fear of theLord.; whether 1t be nor now that 
ſame ſpirit of perſecution thar.diſcovers it {elf againft 
| - the Petitioners, that did then prepare War againſt 
them * and whether it may 'not again be their caſe, as it 

was then? Butdear friends, be not diſmayed, only be 
not fonud in the Councels and Aſſemblies of theſe 
ror ag the feed of the woman ſhall break the Serpents 


——_ £ 


Teſtimony. 


* 


(11) 
Animadverſion 8, 

Words are for the deceiving of the ſimple; bur it is 
not thele, fztr expreffions that will take of; that odinm 
which lies upon you. But Ihave informed my {elf of 
your carriages ( I mean the Church of Scotlaxd) to- 
wards ſome precious Saints of God, who through ſuf- 
ferings did bear their Teſtimany againſt you in their 
day z and becaufe the ſame ſpirit appearsto be amongſt 
you yet, and that by your juſtifying of your ſelves, you 
ſeem to have forgotten the dayes of old; theretore I 
thall in ſome particulars lay them open before 


you. | 
One Chriftian Blyth, known:to be Godly, and of a 

Chriſtian Converſation, yer being by you reproached, 
as an. Anabapriſt, ſeparatiſt, and what noe, how bitterly 
and cruelly was ſhe uſed about the year 1647 ? the was 
not only excolumunicated, which was to theloſs of all 
her livelihood; but althongh it was known to ſome 
of .your brethrea who were her perſecutors, that ſhe wes 
ſack, yea,nat ableto go. out of doors, yet through their 
means, ſhe could not be kepe int fatety in Scotlavd, fo 
that her friends were neceſſitated, ſick as ſhe was,to con- 
vey her to Exgland.to the hazard of her life, 

Another Gentlewoman, Mis Adair, a woman fin- 
gular for piety, upon the fame account differing from 
your Dodrnne, . and not free to joyn with your traduti- 
onal worthip, not only was the excommunicate, and 
thereupon the proteRion and benefit of the Law deny- 
ed hers, but {uch was their cruelty, that ſhe could bave 
no ſafe abocein her own Country , until after Dunkor 

Is this the meekneſs that you bave exeraied * 


notonly to the caſting theme out of Rr £3 
Ret © 
you 


(which conſequently by forme of thote Law 


(12) 
you reckon 5s a hedg to the national Church , tends to 
the declaring them ( aiter a few dayes being {o excom- 
municate) Rebels ro che Supream Authority, and there 
upon to have their eſtates confilcate ) but ſetting on 
the civil Magiſtrate to execure ſuch cruelties \upon 
them? Rerein is the Scripture fulfilled againſt yon, 
Lirke 11,47,48,49,50,51. And verily the blood of the 
Saints ſhed from the beginning of the world , ſhall be 
required of this generation, | 
You fay that the conſciences of thoſe that were 
cenſured will bear witneſs to your meekne(s, then lec 
Gilbert Gardin of Tillifroskie, Mr,Tayes, and Mr, Flint, 
bear teſtimony for you : It excommunications, the loſs 
of all they had , impriſonments, baniſhments, and 
being hunted from place to place, ' to the making of 
their very lives bitter; if theſe (Tay) bethe fruits of 
your meekneſs, let theſe honeſt men, am in 
Scotland by your means as Anabaptiſts, bear Teſtimo- 
ny for you, 
© You ſay, thatin drawing forth your cenſares, it was 
aſter the uſe of all previous means injoyned by Chriſt , 
Ler me bring ſome ſufferers to bear Teſtimony for you 
in this? What previous means injoyned by Chriſt 
did you uſe before you did moſt unchriſtian-like excom- 
municate that honeſt Gentleman Col, S:rachay, 
whoſe memory is ſtill precious among the Saints* 
how was it that you ſo loontorgot the deliverances the 
Lord wrought tor his peoplejin Scotland by his hand, in 
the year 1650, that the very next year he is thus rigidly 
dealt with ttor which canthere be tothis day any reaſon 
given tor your ſo.dojing, but that he came into Zdinhs 
atter Hamilton Ag tor his ſafery £ He was without 10 
muchas being. ad adeoniſhed, or heard —— 
TT LO indeed ) 
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(15) 
indeed ) excommunica:e!: Was he not dyned by the 
Church of Scetlaxd, and looked upon by the Gocly in 
that Nation, as ſingled out of all your Armies ttom 
on high, to fight the Lords battels again{t his and his 
peoples enemies ? And was not publick Thanks to 
God appointed through the Nation, for the Victories 
the Lord gave him over the Enemy ? And yet what 
hard meaſure did he meet with, to be thus dealt with, 
yea, even to be condemned by you, although never 
heard ? How,contrary this is to what you would make 
the world believe your practiſe to have becn, ler the 
imparcial Reader judge, 

Bur let me bring {ome living Witneſſes to ſpeak for 
you: Let the Lori Swinton, Mr, Dundaſ, Major A- 
bernethy,and Cap. Griffen,vho have all been cenſured by 
you, bring forth their teſtimony in this matter: They 
were all excommunicated for complying { as was given 
forth by you againſt them) with the Series after 
Dunbar fight, ( of which you allJſtand guilty of at this 
day,) without being ſo much as ever heard for them- 
ſelves ; yea, notwithſtanding ſome of them did by 
their Letters to the then Moderator of the Kirk, offer 
to come and vindicatethemſelves, if a ſafe Conduct to 
come over might be granted them, And you know 
how ridiculous you made your ſelves in your carriage 
rowards one of theſe firſt, in excommunicating him 
without hearing, and thereafter in relaxing him trom 
chat moſt Dreadful Sentence (as you wruld have it 
thought ) without his defiring any ſuch thing: Your 
proceedings againſt theſe honeſt Gentlemen 1s neither 
according to Chriſt precept, Matth.18.15, nor like the 
Apoſtles inſtitution, T4, 3, 10, eventhough we ſhould 
be it tot granted, that they rs ſuch that you ought 
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(16) 
t& have proceeded againſt, Be not decaivec, His ſer- 
wants you are whom you obey ; And your juſtifying your 
ſelves in words, wileſt your practiſe condemns you, 
is but like Pilates wathing of his hands before the mul- 
titude, ſaying, I am innocent of the bloud of this juſt per- 
ſon, and yet delivering him up to be crucified, . is there 
nothing of this tpirit among you, even at this day ? 
What means then your frequent Excommunications ? 
Whith tis not all, but mating Laws, and publiſhing 
them, That none entertain in their houſes, civilly con- 
veiſew ith, or buy and ell with thoſe whom you ex- 
com:nu nicate; yea, and continual exclaiming in fury 
to Mag iſtrates,. yea, to the very people, to puniſh, 
knock down, whip, impriſon, yea, and curſing the ye- 
ry Magiſtrate that theſe cruelties are not executed: 
Thele a; enot the truits of the Spirit of the Lord Jeſus 
in hjs M niſters, neither did they ever ſo behave them- 
ſelves, or command their followers ſo todo, - yea, not 
againſt Hereticks : But on the contrary, Pay isa wit- 
nels againſt you, who ſaith, Our weapons are not carnal, 
but (piritual, ; It will be no excule to you inthe great 
Day of your Accounts, that thele, men diſſented trom 
you in matters of Doctrine or Worſhip, and that you 


ſuppoſed they were Hereticks.:: Will you ſay in thar- 


day, Lord, theſe Hereticks, who would not worſhip: 
thee as I taught them, I cauſed to apprehend them, and 
caſt them in Priſons, and Stocks, and moſt zealouſ] 

did 1 teach others ſo to do; andall this, and _—_ 
more, I did and cauſed to be done againſt ſuch erroneous 
Schiſmaticks and Seducers, for thy Names ſake, and 
the ſuppreſſing of Hereſiein thy Church, and leaſt thy 
Truth, Ordinances and Miniſtry, ſhould be overturn- 
ed, O my Friends !. what ſhall I ſay to you, whileſt 


you 


(17) 
you walk ſo unlike the Diſciples of Jeſus Chriſt, an4 
vet would in words periwate men to believe that y ou 
are ſuch ? Cettainly you know not of what Spirit 
you are of 5 will not the Lord moſt juſtly anſwer \ ov 
in that day, Who hath required theſe things at your 
hands ? Be not Ceceived, God will not be moc- 
ked, 

Now theſe inſtances (and no doubt there are ma- 
ny more) being {ſeriouſly conſidered, together with 
the preſent temper ot 1 our ſpirit that appea:sin the 
moſt of your Pulpits, and in this Teſtimony, the Pe- 
titioners ( being perſons by you accounted erroneous ) 
had very good reaſon, in all ſobrietie and modeſtic 
to petition the Parliament from delivering of them 
from ſuch penal Statutes, which had been, and might 
be again made uſe of as Engines of their perſecution , 
never medling with what related co your exerciſingyour 
Church Cenlures; knowing, that they are only migh- 
tie through ſuch penal Statutes, the aboliſhing whereof, 
ſets them free from that uſurped tyrannie which (they 
complained of in their Perition). had been exerciſed 
over them, 

Teſtimony, | 

In the end. of the tenth page they ſav, We diſclaims 
troubling of men for the ſimple light of their Con+ 
ſciences , if it break not forth in Dodtrine and Pra- 
iſe, 

| Animadverſion 9, 

What an incongruitie is this? How do you know 
the light of anv mans Conſcience, unleſs it break forth 
in -Do&rine or PraQtice ? Ir is as- much as to ſay in 
plain-non-ſence, We diſclaim troubliag men for what 
they think or belteve in =_ conlcences, {o it diſcover 

2 nor 


not it {elf in words or. «tions: But if even the errones 
ous ſhould not {perk or practiſe their Dodrine, to 
what end is a Biſhop ex}orted to convince gainſayers ? 
How can they be ſharply rebuked ? how can they be 
admoniſbed ? Such exho:tations of the Apoſtles are 
certainly. in vain, it they ſhould be reftrained- from 
ſpeaking, But were not the Apoſtles counted Here» 
ticks, by the learned and zealous for the Law and the 
Scriptures? And if they had been upon that account 
reſtrained from ſpeaking, how had the Doctrine of the 
Goſpel been publiſhed ? - Bur although you ſay, Thar 
vhe Apoſtles. were preaching Truth, and the men you 
would have-reſtrained from ſpeaking, preach Errour, 
and ſeduce the people; this is no-other then whar was 
ever faid ew! thoſe that publiſhed the Goſpel of 
Chriſt, ana was never made uſe of by the Apoſtles of 
Chriſt, alrhough both Hereticks and Seducers were en- 
tred intothe Churches, even in their own time; Nei- 
cher hath that Argument any weight withir, unleſs 
you be able to- demonſtrate, That you are infallible, 
All chat I ſhallfay to this, is that which was ſpoken by 
the Apoitles of ol4, in the ſame caſe, Ads 4. 17, 18, 
19,20, But that it ſpread no further among the people, 
(faith the Rulers 2nd Chief Prieſts, concerning the 
Golpel preached by the Apoſtles, but accounted by 
them as Herefie and Blaſphemie) let us command them 
not to ſpeak at all, or teach in the Name of Chriſt, Tt 
ſeems = were of old of the ſame mind with you as 
if they ſhould have ſaid to the Apoſtles, We diſclaim 
troubling -you for the fimple light of your Conſcien- 
ces, if it break not forth in your Doctrine or Praiſe, 
Bur the anſwer of the Apoſtles to theſe Rulers, is all I 
havetoſay unto you, Whether it be right inthe ſight 1 
Go 
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(19) 
God to hearken unto you more then wnto Ged, jud? you, for 
we cannot but ſpeak the things which' we have 'ſecn and 
heard. 

| Teſtimony, 

Liberty to err and ſeduce , to went lies , and to father 
them pon the God of Truth is no part of the purchaſe of 
the blood of Chriſt. 

Animadverſion 10, 

The Petitioners will acknowledg that to be true; 
neither can any charge of petitioning tor ſuch a libetty 
be laid at their doors, no more being ſought but a Go- 
ſpel, Chriſtian liberty, which is indeed the purchaſe of 
Chriſts precious blood, by the. aboliſhing of penal 
ſtatutes,that a man-might live peaceably,and buy and (el 
with his neighbour, 

Teſtimony, 

In the end of the 1 1.page they ſay, We exhort to for- 
bear to proſecute the pulling down of an hedge to let in Pg- 
pery.and Atheiſme, 

Animadver(ion 11, 


ſ 
How can this be charged uponthe Petitioners, as1 


they were guilty of endeavouring tolet in {opery., or 
Atheiſme, when inthe fitth page they acknowledg 
that in the proviſo given in by the Peritioners, they 
guarded expreſſy againſt Popery and licentioul- 
neſs, 

Teſtimony, 

In the laſt words of the Teſtimony, they ſay, And 
that they imploy Chriſt, whois King and head' of his 
Church , that by his own Spirit he would interpoſe to top 
the.current of theſe deluſions, | 


Animad- 


an _- 


As the mark of the beaſt * and hath not the great whore 


(20) 
Animaduerſon 12, 
This is indeeda moſt ſober and Chiiſtian-like, ex- 
p! eſhon; here js owned all chat which is contended for 
n theſe Animadverſions,even that Jeſus Clviſt by his 
mighty {pirit would give a ſtop to all deluſions: 1 
know that in theſe ayes, thefe Sc: iptures are fulfilled, 
Matth. 24.24, Atts 20,28,29,30,31, 2 Pet,2,1,2,2. 
1 Fohn 4. 1, 17Tit, 10. 11, 1}, & 2 Pet, 2,15, 
And certainly theſe breaking in of Wolves, and 
multiplying of Hereftes had irs beginning in the pri- 
mitive tunes,for the miſterie of iniquitie was eve .. 2 
beginning to work , and hath not the man-child been 
caught up unto God ? and the woman, did ſhe not flee 
into the wilderneſs : and hath there not been a dark 
night of Apoſtacy, under which darkneſs men have 
been turned aftde from the truth as it was once deli- 
vered unto the Saints, and have followed after lies ? 
and Curing the time of this Apoſtacy ; hath not the 
Dragon made War with the remnant of the womans 
ſeed, which keepthe Commandments of God, and 
have the Teſtimony of Jeſus? and hath not power 
been given tothe Dragon to ſpeak great blaſphemies , 
and to make War with the Saints, and overcome them £ 
and did not the Dragon give power unto the beaſt ? 
and bath it not-been the voice under this- dark night , 
who is plike junto the fbeaſt, who is able ro make 
War with him? and all whodwell upon the earth, have 
they not been forcedto worſhip thebeaſt ? and as many 
as would not worſhip the beaſt , were they not to be 
knockt down, whipr., impriſoned, yea killed £ and 
were they not all cauſed to rarer fy mark of the 
beaſt, and chat-none might buy or ſell, ſave he that had 


with 
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with the falſe Prophets deceived the Nations? even 
ce Whore that fits upon many Waters , with whom 
che Kings of the earth have committed. fornication , 
and after whom all the wotld hath wondered 2 but 
great Babylon is come up in remembrance before the 
Lotd, in herare found theblood of thoſe who would 
not bow down to the beaſt, nor worſhip his image; 
therefore the Lord is coming to render to her accord} 

to all her abominations, and that ſpirit of God by the 
brightneſs of whoſe coming, Antichriſt muſt be de- 
ſtroyed, is returning in Power, bringing up his people 
out of Babylon, now the day of the Lords no indig- 
nation is coming upon her to reward her double ac- 
cording to all her works, and the beaſt; the Whore, 
and the falſe Prophet by whom the Nations were de- 
luded, ſhall be caſten into the botromleſs-pit y and the 
Kings of the earth who committed fornication wich her, 
ſhall bewail her, ſaying, alas ! char grear city Babylon, 
forin an hour is thy judgment come, and her Met- 
chants that were made rich by her ſhall. weep and wail ; 
alas! that great city, wheremweweremaderich, in 
one hour is ſhe made deſolate , for no men buyeth our 
Merchandize any more: Thus muſt Balylox tall,. and 
be remembred no more; whilſt the voice of Allelnjah 
(hall be heard among thoſe who have followed: the 
Lamb, the Lord Jeſus: Salvation, Glory, and Hononr, 
and Power unto the Lord our God, Amen, Allelujah,for the 
Lord God Ononipotent reigneth,, This'is thedefire of the 
Petitioners, yea, of. all who have received-rhe 
anointing, trom the Lord, that truth and peace might 
flouriſhin che midſt'ot us, even ſo come Lord:]eſus, to 
the deftrution.of that! ſpirit that oppoſethir ſelf againſt 
the breaking forth of thy Spirit in Sons and Daug oy 

Anima 
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Animadverſion 13, E 3.3 \ 

T inten4 not to run through every particular th your. 
Teſtimony; knowing that to the ſpiritual man, the 
deeps of Saran couched init , unzer the ſpecious ex- 
preflions of Church , Ordinances, an4Miniſtry, are 
clearly obvious: Only this I fin1 in general; thar 
you look upon your ſelves, asthe only (ount, anJ4 Of- 
thodox, and char all who differ {-5m you are erroneous 
Hereticks :.n1Schiſmaticks, aud therefore are nor robe 
tollerated, at leaſt ro ſpeak or ad accoring to their 
conſciences ; wherein if you mean that by the Church 
they ſhould not be tollerared, but proceeded againſt by 
ſpiritual cenſures, there is none contends againſt you , 

though you ſpend many words and Scriptures in your 
Teſtimony to affert your liberty in this; But if you 
mean that they ſhould be proceeded againſt by the civil 
Magiſtrates,as.you earneſtly contend for in your Teſti- 
mony z itt this,nor only the Petitioners, but all the Peo- 
ple of God in theſe Nations that differ from you, 
might plead the ſame againft you, for in that they differ 
from you, they judg you out of the truth , and fo 
erroneous, f; 

You bring ſome places of Scripture to ſpeak for you 
- jnthisz You ſaythe Law of Moſes was expreſly againſt 
this tolleration: And if you will bring as undeniable 
and infallible authority for all things that you main- 
tain, and would have people believe and obey, as Moſes 
had,who received it immediately from the Lord, even 
everything inthar Church, yea, even to the very pin 
- of the Tabernacle, ro thevery ſnuffets, &&c, all theſe 
things being expreſly commanded of God; we ſhall 
-then be ſilent, and implicitly ſubmic-unto your diſci- 

pline, But weare commanded under the Goſpel, to 


try 
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(21) : 
try the Spirits, to ſearch the Scriptures, to examine, yea» 
even the Apoſtles Doctrine, who nevertheleſs received 
their Commiſſion and Doctrine immediately from Je- 
fus-Chriſt, Under the Law, the Jews were not. to 
examine-ywhat. the Lord commanded them by Moſes, 
bur were implicicely'to obey : Theretore we read often, 
that Aaroyand the people ( withour ſearching into, or 
queſtioning. the matter ) did-all that the Lord com- 
rtanded Moſes, --I-know notwhy this Argument from 
Moſes is brought/in by you, unleſs you will thereby 
lead: ( as'the RowiſhCharch doth ) that we are to 
heve all that which youteach, and blindly to obey 


you, : * ; / 
You bring an Argortent from Fob, for puniſhing 1- 
dolattie by the Magiſtrates, which — ping 
of the Sun. and Moon, I know none that will diſſent 
from you therein, 
.\'You bring ſome examples un the Patriarks, . before 
the Law was given forth, -as in Abraham and Facobz 
. and thereupon-you judge that your Onni_s is the more 
ſtrongly: fortified, as being before the Judicial Law : 
But this concludes — you ; for Sacrifices 
ot-beafts were offered -by;the ſame Patriarks, .and Al- 
tars:buiſt -by-them., - before the; Law was. publiſhed 5 
thauld it therefore continue tothis day ? 
.\'Yeu ſay, SedyRtion is an evil deed, and Herelie is 
a.5york of thei flſh;[andis cherefore puni apex Sew 
Magiſtrare:But this proves nothing,unleſs you infallibly: 
tondeicent{ what is Errour,whar'SeduRtion,what -Here- 
fie, And itrheMagiſtrate muſt puniſh ſuch,will you have 
bjm-firſt ſacisfied 1n his Concience, whether they are 
fyuch, as,you:fay; they are, heforehe puniſhthem ?;, Or 
muſt-he implicitely- put: all ro Stocks, VW hips, Impti- 
Fore! Wo ſonments, - 


(22) 
ſorments, &7r, becauſe you ſay moe erroneous per- 
ſons? Will you nor give him the libettie Pilate rookto 
hiraſetf among: the Fews, tofay, Why? what evilhath 
hedoae? Or muſt he, although convinced in his con- 
(cience thar he fmds' no fault inthis min, nevertheleſs 
miſt he, to pleaſure you, -deliver hit up-ro be exe- 
cated *' © Bur Herericks, Erroneous, and Seducers, al- 
thagh evil doers ani 'fins of the fleſh; are'no ocher- 
wife to9''be puniſhed; then»1s:appointed by Chtiſt and 
his*Apoſtles; 'Ler us hor bewiler then God, . :' - 
"As forthis debate of Liberty'of Conſcience -in the 
marers 'of 'GoJ, «or the Magiſtrates: power. in what 
meerly relates to the Worſhip of. God, there is'fo 
macho welt wricten init, thar I'need not burthen my 
(@t with! that -marter :* Onely-F thall- gfve you Chriſts 
own' teſtimonie 1 this cafe, 'Matth, 13, 24: ec. in the 
Parable of the Tares of the Field, He that ſowerh the 
ſteht is rhe Son of Man; the field { faith Chrift ) the 
whv1a, ot the'Charch, the good (red i« the children of 
the Kingdom, the tares ave the children of the wicked 
06; be that ſorvedthenr is the Devil; the harveſt is the end 
of the world; and the rtapters are the Angels, Now the 
Fares gtowing'up with the Whear, ic is defired by ſuch 
ſervants who. knew! not; of what ſpirit 'chey were of, 
that the Tares mightbe pulled-on of thefield , bur in 
1h 29. Nay, fairh Chriſt, left whey in) rt up the 
fares, you pull up the wheat alſo, Read thele Scriptures, 
2. Cor, 1/24. 2-Cor, 10, 4, and '$ verſes, Tir, 3. 10, 
Yea, 'the whole Goſpel' bears witneſs againſt the Civil 
Magiſtrates compelling men and women into the faich 
and obedience of the Goſpel : We find no'other order 
from the Apoſtles againſt Hereticks, then Toke heed, 
watrh, exhort, » Caſt out, cut off, with the like 
ſpiritual 
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ſpiricuall proceings, which is all the Miniſters of 'the 
Yr bave jor Warrant, - And they who are 
a para ctymg to Magiſtrates to maintain, defend, 
TOPage their Doftrine by Stocks, Impriſon- 
men ch like, do exceed the Dodtrine of the 
ka rap of ſo doubtleſs (being therein guilry)- may 
i to find-the fulfilling of that Scriptire, Revel. 
oF &eY l confeſs, Fs yo fete FA wp, 1have 
4 few things againſt thee, becauſe thox the woman 
E tngrpel x: #7 educe, aſe anda 
the Angel gf that f condrl Graft not. ke 
b506-v8%s of the Low eſus againſt ſuch eterg 
Bur ir cannot | hence, be an Thar'the Angel of 
ths mY had Core over cheirfairh; or top tema 
on ia10R to baniſh Ee Sed nce pt 
on for teaching c tor Doane 
ah ne, ' of Goyernmetit/ in. that C oy 
Let.me nat be thought boon maoni thus t 
with you in this matter, wheran the che quiet an acl 
of theſe three Nations confiſts, Hadthe Biſhops 
a coercive powet, conld they poſſibly have prog ahhe 
faragainſt theSaints; Foe. Tukso iſt as they 
44id* And whether the fame Soveraignty and Powerbe 
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unto Popery, oratiy 
nd Bt A i Liyn hipped into coders Fithe 3 
jerlo many laſhes more will nor cafily whip them ont 
ky! Y this be ; CE A ied by 
man of. al hot S013 aj b h Ge ao 
ray Ke Spati pry dor ke 
6cks, 4nd worſhipping the 


among you ar this day ? 
among y > , i 


ane God throteh _ Lold d Jeſns Chriſt, as rhere is, 
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(124) 
Now. I ſhall onely ſpeak a word to the Authors of 
this Teſtimony : You take -precious. Titles to your 
ſelves; you look upon your Doctrine, Worſhip, Diſ- 
cipl: ne: :n! Government, ta be in every thing according 
to the Ward of God, you condemn all ochers = 
differ trom. you, as embracers of New Lz 
take upon youas knowin ming whole-Coun Es of God: 
. But how came yau by,all this Knowledge mare thenthe 
reſt of Mankind* ve] d you'this Knowledge. of 
God and Be «huge from Man, or fromthe Lord? 
Toſs £9 t,YOL are, fallible as other men, and ſub- 
rmiriesz, you ſay that Reyclationis 
LT rt come you to all this Underſtanding 
of the ok of God. in the Scriptures, more then 
,other men? _ 1 Sy 12.3, Ne man ear ſay that Feſus 
the Lord, + the Ba Aly. Ghoſt, 1 Cor.2, 14. No 
Man rece;ve things of Gad: but the Sprrit of God, 
far they. are Pohuc unto him; neither can he know 
them, becauſe they are ſpiritually diſcerned, Mat.16,17, 
Fleſh, and blond hath not revealed theſe things untothee, 
but ny Father which, i in fyoven, Agiih,.. No wan 
knowath the Father , but he to whom the Son "reveals 
him.. . People may have fs Letter of the Scriptures, 
andthe Bible in. ts and houſgs, and be yer 
ſedjorhe.Leargin WA Oe Univerſities, and avs j6l 10a 
breeding, and. ITY endowments, and walk ih 
their outward. carriages, and yer be ighotane "of he 
fangs unto the Knowledge Lol God in, Chriſt J 
Fi ipel;. os Oo en Miniſtry 
,are, ſpiricual, y < Meetpd: Fin 
ord, catinot. recav oak zit of Tuth, 'bicauls 


a Cgothe knoweth 


(25) 

'-: Now you who are the Authors of this Tebnny 
you deſign-your ſelves inthe plural Number, We,under 
the name: of the Presbytery of Edenburgh, you mean 
(I hope )- the whole Presbytery, We the Miniſters , 
Elders, and Deacons, &c, you have all joyned roge- 
ther, 'and | (and as you fay in the beginning of the 
Teſtmony) as tender hearted Chriſtians, 'and Lovers 
of the Intereſt of” Chriſt, you are all called forth to bear 
this Teſtimony, I willnot deny, but' there are ſome 
tender-hearted among you,with whom Tarn one,in ſo far 
as they are led by: the anointing of Gad, to tollowtie 
Lord Jeſus ; but-even-to-'theſe;: ahd.,to the” witneſs of 
God-in their con{ciences,; Lappeal, whethet, they.care 


fy.. That all the Miniſters of the Presbytery of Ede- 


h befuch ; of whoſe knowiedg ofthe Goſpel it may 


-belaid, 'Fleſh and blood hath mot revealed theſe things-to 


them, but my Father which i in hegven, Far your Elders 
and Deacons, ſome of them being Scandalous, many of 
them,at the beſt, but Cjvil moral mengif from ſuch,a Te- 
ſtimony or Warning can be received, as from Miniſters 
of Chriſt, Elders and Deacons,as Saints truly inlig7t > 
by the Spirit of God, to diſcerr; berw#en good and eyi!, 
truth and error, I leave to the {piritual manto judg, 

But if you have came forth-in. your own ſpirits ,. the 
ſpirit of Gain who ſlew his Brother Abel, the pirit of 
ho ficſh that perſecutes choſe who walk atter the Snuit- 
of God ; if you arecome forth in the ſpirit of knmane 
learning, if you have come forth inthe ſpirit of Balaam 
for the wages of untighteouſneſs,. then this is a word 
from the Lord unto you z No Weapon formed againſt 
Zion (hall proſper: Why do the Heathen rage, and 
the People imagine a viin thing ? In righteouſneſs is 
Zion: 


Ce im Es vn tt re oc en er Ee ER er SI EE ——_— 


(26) 
Zion eſtabliſhed (not by the Laws and Statutes of 
men) and great ſha | be the peace of her Children : 
And behold they ſhall farely er _—_ but nor 
by me; whoſoever ſhall garhet together againſt her, 
ſhall fall for her ſake: behold Thavecreated the Smith 
rhar'blows the Coals in the Fire , and thar bringerh 
forth an inſtrument for his work 5 and I have created 
the wafter for deſtruftion , but. no Weapon formed a- 
gainſt thee ſhall proſper, and evezy Tongue that {hall 
riſe againſt thee in j thou ſhalt condemn; this 
is the heritage of rhe Servantsot che Lord, and their 
righe is with me,faiththeLord, | - 2 57 


eeo 
Since therefore theGreat God hath thus ingaged 
himſelf to ſecure his People both from the Weapons and 
Tongues of men: Go awd tell the Foxes, that wewill 
walk without -— the World, bnhto day, and tomorrow, 
and the thir | jel 


day ſhall be perfet#+d, 


